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Open space Wi L b
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new president
of land trust

By A.J. 0"CONNELL
Hour Staff Writer

NORWALK  Former Common Coun-
cil member William Wrenn has a new
appointment.

The nature advocate and photographer
was elected as president of the Norwalk
Land Trust a few weeks ago, replacing
president emeritus Alan McKissock, 92,
who had been chief of the organization
for 15 years.

*It was a good move,” MeKissock said
of the decision to elect Wrenn to presi-
dent. “He's a good man for the job,™

Wrenn, 54, s wall known in Norwalk
for his devotion to nature and says that
his new position will assist him o pre-
serve what open spaces are left in Nor-
walk.

“We'ne stewartds of the environment,”
he said. If the trust is successful in its
mission to preserve open spaces, said
Wrenn, more people and businesses will
want to relocate here.

ST wee let the natural environment
deteriorate, it will have the opposite
effect,” he said.

The Morwalk Land Trust was estab-
lished in 1972 to preserve and protect
open spaces in the city, The trust current-
1y holds about 20 properties, totaling
about 67.4 acres of open space. Most of
the space was donated by residents who
didn't want their property developed in
the future, Unfortunately, acoording to
MeKissock, the tax write-off that
landowners get when they donate their
property to the trust is often nothing com-
pared to the sums of money offered by
developers who wish to build homes on
the land.

Wrenn's goal is to get more parcels of
land for the trust — even small pareecls,
such as one or two acres that were onee
part of someone’s yard. However, he most
wishes to obtain parcels of land that have
the most value for preserving wildlife and
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Land acquisition, membership growth lead president’s agenda
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